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Gunjan discus

“The red panda lives in mountainous
Himalayan trees — yet, it is endangered’

Gunjan Menon is a conservation filmmaker focused on wildlife. Her documentary film, “The
Firefox Guardian’, showcased the endangered red panda. Writing for Times Evoke Inspire,
ses the threats faced by the russet panda, why she tackled forests, leeches and

WHAT PANDAS BEAR
® The red panda lives largely
in trees across the Eastern
Himalayas. It eats bamboo,

didn’t know pandas were red
as well!”, my friend exclaimed

uphill treks searching for this elusive creature — and meeting a sleepy panda called ‘Chuck’:
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In Menuka’s area, the Red
Panda Network was empowering

using its bushy tail for warmth.
Its namzsake the Illil:k inll

white da,
CanralCie's muntainous

riners for xhu»dm\("
fion of Industial-nsttute e o
Partnershipl 1IP) Model Taining ot | | Mediipur Gl Parishac. Memo. na
IndustrialTraining Insttutes (Tishunder | | a27(3Caspas id D10 05,02 2021
m are invis o QYA ACAPschin Medinr
the Director of ngustra Training, | | SeRsSeesssy

Technical educati seil
Development Deparimert, Sowt’of

/1‘ ot Beoat How o
Rajarhat, Kollaa. 700160, Detalled
iomatin wil be avalale o the
website uips://whtenders govin Sa/-
o Shren 5 the o o st
Bengil. icaTarsi ozt

The last date of submission of
e-Tender online is 12/02/2021
upto 02:30 PM in lieu of 09/02/
mz: rnr detalls please wslt

v.in,
2033) 35D Boain (e (Extn
7J rector CA&FBP, Govt. of
West Bengal
ICA-T2670(2)2021

Bidhannagar Municipal Corporation
e D sl soegrent
ok e Bvage Wil Coprator's
ey by e EngoeerPID D

i i3

(OFFICE OF ZILLA PARISHAD, HOWRA
10, Biplabi Haren Ghosh Saran,Howrah-
NIT no 36 of 2020 - 21
E - tenders are invited on behalf
of Howrah Zilla Parishad from
qualified contractors for different
works for NIT no. 36 (S1. No 1 tol
2) 0F 2020 -21. E- tender documents
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e-Tender is hereby invited by
the undersigned on behalf of
the Governor of West Bengal
from the eligible bonafied
contractors for 7 (Seven) no.
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when I expressed my desire to
film red pandas. This wasn't
going tabe casy — how was I going
to convince people to careabout the
dwindling numbers of an animal
they didn’teven know existed? Yet,
saving the red panda had become
my driving force, and I was deter-
mined to record its plight.
e red panda is

a shy mammal
which isn't relat-
ed to the giant
panda. Therusset
panda is actually
the ‘original®
da, discovered
fifty years before its famous black
and white namesake. Today, the
little-known red panda stands at
e brink of extinction. Intrigued
by this creature, in 2016, I chose to
focus on red pandas for my course
in wildlife filmmaking, Red panda
numbers, now under 10,000 in the
wild globally. are plumme
to poaching, the illegal pet trade
and habitat fragmentation —their
story had to be told, before it van-
ished altogether. During my re-

ADIFFERENT COMMUTE: Steep forest

A GLIMPSE OF RED: The russet panda lives hidden amidst forest cover across

the eastern Himalayas

search, fomale
panda gumdlan Menuka Bhatta-
rai, an indigenous woman in Nej pal
whose determina-
tion to save these
animals became the
focus of my film.

n 2017, just
‘before the onset of
the monsoon in the
Eastern Himalayas in Nepal, met
Menuka and we began our search
for thered panda in the wild. Trek-
king for six hours every day, 12,000
feet uphill, across dense bamboo
forests presented an intense physi-

you're tracking red pandas, you
tendto’spot’ them on every trectop.
Shades of russetmoss in the dense
foliage played tricks on our eyes.
Tough days trekking without a
single sighting began to dampen
r mood. Waking up with sores,
Jecches fastened on our ankles,
‘wasn't pleasant eil
But Menuka’s enthusiasm kept
us going. Menuka had never been
filmed before, nor could we speak
the same language (we communi-
cated through a translator), butour
shared interest helped us bond. “T'll
do whatevﬁ.r it takes to protect red

eVOI(e

INSPIRE

feels adeep sense of responsibility
to the forests around them. These
are mostly commu-
nity- nwnnd jan

hence, red p:
literally denmﬁ on
these people for
their lives.

local communities to be these ani-
mals' defenders, ecotou
habitat monitoring providing live-
Lihood opportunities. This was
— and finally, my own
heart was thrilled too. Out of the
blue, we heard a long, intenso whis-
tle, a signal from a tracker which
‘meanta red panda had been sight-
ed! Gathering our equipment, we
rushed overanarduous hilly path,

The effort was werth it. The red
panda we saw was a subadult cub,
curled up on a tall rhododendron

forests. It also eats bamboo,
often for upto 12 hours a day
istoc

HANGING ON: Giant pandas alsc
need bamboo forests to survi

® Giant pandas grow five feet
tall, weighing upto 125 kgs,
while the red panda is about two
feet and weighs 9 kgs — both
have an extended wrist bone
that helps them climb and grip
@ Apart from poachers, both
pandas face habitat loss —
deforestation and expanding
agriculture has now made the
giant panda vulnerable and the
red panda endangered

AHEAVY VEIL: The shy red panda is
‘much less known than its black and
white namesake

The red panda

habitat

fragmentation in the Eastern Hima-
layas. Red pandas, quiet, solitary
3 eatbamboo, which

‘malkes them heayily dependent on
tree cover. As forests shrink,
panda numbers have fallen
alarmingly, their conservation
status changing from *vulnera-

tree, his bushy striped tail wrapped

living being in front of me?

Tve filmed more pandas since,
but Chuck changed my life. He
taught me why telling stories with
4 purpose was so important.
Firefox Guardian
small cinema hall in the UK, where
it

around himself. We stood mesmer-
ised while ‘Chuck’, the name one of
s spontaieously gave him, lifted

B o me, 1 felt an instant connec-
thim, Chuck
ith a

and raised

areas, poaching is a
milu! Ahmal these

! fur
Hoia nigily
prized. In
Chinese tradi-

tion, a
bridegroom
wears a hat
madeoutof red
panda fur, it
is supposed to
bring him good
fortune. But it brings

e Wil Mot desorvedty
became a conservation role model,
andl realised the power of impact-
iven ing. Nature, and the
role we can play in it, are bound-
less, and Chuck made me realise
this Tllalwaysstrive toensure that
he and his kin can live in peace in
their trectops, high up in the Him-
alayan wilderness, where a touch
of russet reflects nature’s magic.

Voumand wentrigntback fo
sleep. He somehow
sensed wemeant him

‘noharm. AsIfilmed
with trembling

than this amazing

THE PANDA PROTECTOR:

Times Evoke Inspire is a unique space
for yo

trails, often strewn with leeches,
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finally led P

pandas”, she said, and I knew she
meant i (.qnsexvallnn isaway of

devastation to these
wondrous beings.

Menuka Bhattarai is a role
modelin community-

thoughts on the environment. Write

ing readiers to express their

Europe.

Sanjay.Dutta@timesgroup.com

Oil prices promptly jum-

New Delhiz Opec has left the
price of oil for March ship-  pedto ayear'shighon Friday,
ments toAsia, whichhasfour closing in on $60
of the world’s topfiveoil con-
sumers, including India, but
raised the ratesfor theUSand

February pricefor Asia Opec
had announced in January
hithome.

India can draw satisfac-
tion over Opec leaving the
Asian price unchanged for
March since it indicates the

a barrel
mark. At pumps across the
country, petrol prices hurtled
towards the Rs 100 a litre-

K and diesel scaled new
highsas the impact of higher

After India’s protest, Opec leaves Asia price alone

grouping is listening to con-
cernsof oil consumers.

India had reacted sharply
1o the surprise Saudi offer of
an additional production cut
onJanuary5. That move sent
oil prices soaring and fuel

publicly acnuserl Opec of

mitment Wlmﬂpecsenreta-
ry-general Mohammad Bar-
Kindolistening he toldan At-
lantic Council meeting that
such policy contradictions
created confusion for consu-

BHATPARA MUNICIPALITY|
Dist- 24 Pargal ()

BANK NOTE PRESS, DEWAS (M.P.) 455 001

01:2015 & 1S0; 14001:2015 Gertifed Unit)

Janaury 19, oil mini-

y mers,
ster Dharmendra Pradhan  “They (Opec) had gonefor

some production cut. There
wasa hugeslide in price. Asa
consumer, we supported
them at that time. On this po-
int,foralonger period of apo-
sitive cycle, you have o have
balance and reasonable pri-
ce.In that plan, they assured
ething on which they ha-
ve backtracked recently”
Pradhan had told a US chan-
nel two days after the Atlan-
ticCouncilevent.
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February 05, , 2021 (18:00 Hr). el SV EampetorarSmathne. o s Lol B
15 \Work Value- Item wise rate. || o the deais & fender documents, The Chief General Manager, Bank i {hogron) | ‘Gumpleton
vasaft For details Note Press, Dewas may be contacted. Also refer website ing, Testng. mcommswuwmdﬂewnm Rs. 183731 04 (Four)
Submited Tectnical Bis wil be opened on 15 February , 2021 (1500 Hirs). Al e | |ders.gov.in , www.wburban | | bity:/fsnpdewas.spmcil.com for tender document. Allupdates, amendments, 0] \s:sm& (9) e o the Un covered newly Gt Calendar Morhs
services.govin corigedum et an il be posed a1 the abor vt 5 and whe S oo Up o e KHE Jm
i bl of updated sef | eOuled. There il be ofthe gt R
document,Alth bids heavy iz canbe submite viain anyother media. ]
(i ‘,:M:D,m, W Pk o s 200 St atesied T, T, GST. Credkr Oy. General Manager, For Chiet Genoral Manager ) - [T
:-8,5005qm, Pavement Marking-4 500 Sqm) Sdi- Office of the Offcer Lo From To
. et Sy | | CEXECutwe Officer ASANSOL MUNICIFAL CORPORATION 1 7 3 4
sl arpara i = Chief Genera Manager P&C), DCOJ0CO| B 1D.No.PC- | 1700Housof | 1700 Hours of
R :‘_‘°“':’=1':;’8':":”Ee;';‘“:?'d sisiaE e i sy |cStermaizt| oo 5001
Z Tender Notice No. ng/21 Dated 01.02: — = - -
5] Nabadlgann(g Industrial Townshlp f\ulhumy E-Tender Notice No. 1039/PW/Eng/21 Dated 01.02.2021 b6 ket n o C""‘W‘m’"‘"‘;’[
NOTICE INVITING -rEN nza E-Tender N No. 1040/PW/Eng/21 Dated 01.02.2021 s s L
Sealed Bids are nvited by the Executive Officer, Nabadiganta E-Tender Notice No. 1041/PW/Eng/21 Dated 01.02.2021

Sd-
Chief General Wanager P&C)
1DCO, Bhubaneswar

OIPR - 14003/11/0122720:21

https://epaperlive.timesgroup.com/TOI/KOL/20210206#display_area
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si| Constrection of fencing Tor. the = D 5.E RAILWAY - CORRIGENDUM
Namo of Work Name of the Work  (2) Construction of C.C. Road at T.8. Hospital,
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, 17, v ik of for this contract”” and Para 6
300fSector-V under NDITA. Please vsit com Scope of Work
Sl e e il S or www.wbtenders.gov.in e | | e st ooy
" | Replacement of damage M.S. railing| o For details, intending contractors may also contact Eng. Dept. upvoaa will_be available from i &100 BOXN
on footpath including painting and its of this Office and Office Notice Board. m, /tmm: e e | | w4 otner terms & contions of
allied works in front of Webel Bhavan| Superintending Engineer || s the etender Ectcutue Engnees Nodi Asenc Dsion-
and adjacent different road af| Asan:olMunlclp Desion ICA- T2s48y2021 | | published. (pmuq LRRE, Dte. ICA-T2808(3)2021
Sector-V under NDITA.
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